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T o

QUR CARIBBEAN CIVILISATION AND ITS POLITICAL
PROSPECTS

by

DR. The Honourable Ralph E. Gonsalves

[Formal Greetings/

PREFACE

I am most pleased to have been asked by CARICOM's Secretary-
General, His Excellency Mr. Edwin Carrington, to deliver the
inaugural lecture in the Distinguished Lecture Series fo mark the
thirtieth anniversary of the founding of CARICOM. T take the
Secretary-General's invitation as a tribute to St. Vincent and the
Grenadines which has always been in the vanguard of regionalism
since the 1930's under a long line of committed regionalists:
George Augustus Mc Intosh, Ebenezer Theodore Joshua, Robert
Milton Cato and James Fitz-Allen Mitchell. T take, too, this
invitation to address you as a personal honour, a recognition of my
many years of unwavering toil in, and for, the regional vineyard. I
am the region's newest Prime Minister save and except the Prime
Minister of the Bahamas - T have been in office for less than two
years—and in that sense I am among the least of the apostles.

But I have been in this business for a long, long time. I mark



the date of my baptism in politics on October 16, 1968, almost
thirty-five years ago, when as a student leader at UW.I. in
Jamaica I led a massive demonstration into Kingston to protest
the then Government's ban on the late Dr. Walter Rodney, a
Guyanese national, from returning to his teaching post at the
University. We were beaten and teargassed by the Jamaican
Police and Army. Among the persons in that march and protest
whom I led, or misled, that day was a young Trinidad student by
the name of Patrick Manning who is now the distinguished Prime
Minister of Trinidad and Tobago. I believe that was the first and
last time Patrick was beaten and teargassed by the security
forces of any country. But it was not my last. I wear each of
such beatings and"reargassings as invisible badges of honour in
defence and promotion of democbacy, peace, justice and regional

unity.

I shall point out, not out of vanity or immodesty, but in
acknowledgement of my longevity so far in this regional
integration movement, that when sometime in the early 1980's,
the esteemed Caribbean scholar, the late Dr. Patrick Emmanuel,

published his study entitled Seven Approaches to Regional

Integration, one of the approaches which he analysed was that




which is contained in a paper which Swinburne Lestrade and I co-

authored in 1971 and later published in Caribbean Quarterly in

1972 entitled “The Political Aspects of Integration in the
Windward and Leeward Islands”. I was then a 25-year old

graduate student.

So, though I am the seemed newest boy on the Prime Ministerial
block, T have been an old boy on the blocks in Laventille, Trench
Town, Paul's Avenue, Colonarie, Roseau, Mona, St. Augustine and

Cave Hill.

INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS A CIVILISATION?

Cuba's revolutionary patriot and national hero, José Marti, wrote
aptly and movingly in his celebrated essay of 1891 entitled "Our

America” in the following ferms:

"The prideful villager thinks his homefowr contains the
whole world: as long as he can stay on as mayor or humiliare
the rival who stole his sweetheart or wafch his nest eqg
accumulating in its strong box he believes the universe 1o be

in good order, unaware of the glants in se ven-league boots



who can crush him underfoot or the battling comets in the
heavens that go 1hrough the air devouring the sleeping
worlds. Whatever /s /eft in sleepy hometown in our America
must awaken. These are not times for going fo bed in a
sleeping cap, but rather lke Juan de Castellanos mer,
without our weapons for a pillow, weapons of the mind, which
vanguish all others. Trenches of ideas are worth more rthan
trenches of store.

"4 cloud of ideas /s a thing no armoured prow can smash
through. A vital idea set ablaze before the world at 1he
right moment can, like the mystic banner of the last
Judgment, stop a fleet of bartleships.------- .

Mo We can no longer be a nation of fluttering /eaves,
spending our lives in the air, our treetop crowned in flowers,
humming or creaking by the caprices of sunlight or thrashed
and fuelled by tempests. The frees must form ranks o
block the seven-leagues giant. It is the hour of reckoning

and of marching in unison------------- _

Almost ninety years after José Marti penned those immortal
words, the late Prime Minister of Barbados, one of that country's

national heroes, Errol Walton Barrow, in a magnificent and



incisive speech at the Miami Conference on the carivbean,
November 1986, affirmed, “in the hour of reckoning” the blazing

idea of "Our Caribbean civilisation”, thus:

Tt is dehumanising and false to view the Caribbean as
potential American problems. We are peoples with an
jdentity and a culture and a history— the Parliament of
Barbados will be 350 years old in 1989. We don’t need
Jessons in democracy from anyonhe. HHowever, severe the
economic difficulties facing the Caribbean, we are viable
Functioning societies with the intellectual and institutional
resources to understand and grapple with our problems.
Collectively, we have the resource potential necessary for
our continued development and, of course, we have a
heritage of exquisite natural beauty entrusted to us. The

Caribbean is, after all, a civilisation.”

Barrow's affirmation, which I embrace fully, does not meet with
universal approval right here in the Caribbean. Some well-
meaning persons, intellectuals among them, side-step the idea of
" Caribbean civilisation”and speak tentatively of a lukewarm

notion, " Forward to a Caribbean civilisatior’ as if it is yet to









































































































